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Reported crime rates 
against businesses 
continues to fall in 
South Yorkshire. The 
graph shows a spike in 
April and May, but the 
general trend remains 
frmly downward. 

An overall decrease in 
crime across the time 
measure demonstrates 
the contributin that the 
BCRC is having in the 
fight against crime. 
Theft and handling 
stolen goods are now 

BCRC recently achieved na-
tional recognition during July, 
winning the Best Security Initia-
tive award within the Nominet 
Best Practice Challenge 2009.     
 
BCRC won first place in it’s 
category of ‘Best Security Initia-
tive’ facing some fierce competi-
tion. On receiving the award, 
Head of Unit David Stockdale 
stated that ‘This is a clear recog-
nition of the expertise we dem-
onstrate on a daily basis at the 
BCRC’. 

 Source: BCRC Data provided by South Yorkshire Police 

 

Analysis of crime statistics and patterns in South Yorkshire highlights a 
growing trend of hairdressers and beauty salons being targeted by 
criminals. Items that are high in value such as hair straighteners and 
beauty products are attracting the attention of thieves.  

With the Christmas period fast approaching items such as hair products 
and straighteners will be targeted for resale on the black market. 

Within South Yorkshire, during the early part of 2009, there were 123 
crimes committed against salons . 54 of them were burglaries. Equally 
worrying are the 27 cases of theft, 24 of which occurred when thieves 
entered the premises posing as legitimate customers.  The chart below 
shows the value of the crimes and also what the thieves were targeting. 

Hairdressers and beauty salons are seen as easy targets as the security in place is often insufficient. During the day 
time, thefts often occur as expensive items such as beauty products are left out on display and cash is often left in the 
tills. During the night, premises are targeted as those same expensive items may be visible through the glass, in some 
cases stacked right next to the shop window. 

Hairdressers and beauticians may also be vulnerable if they work alone or if they find themselves distracted whilst 
looking after other clients. 

If based in Yorkshire & Humber, please call 0114 275 1283 or visit www.bcrc-uk.org for your free and impartial 
complete security audit. 

Property Stolen From SY Salons in 2009 

 Hairdressers & Beauticians Targeted by Thieves 

The Business Crime Reduction Centre works in partnership with South Yorkshire 
Police, Barnsley and Rotherham Chamber of Commerce, Doncaster Chamber of 
Commerce and Sheffield Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The Business Crime Reduction Centre is part of People United Against Crime:  
Registered Charity No: 1052889: Registered Company No: 3144166 
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· Regularly empty the register and store the cash in a more discreet and secure location 

 
· Leave the cash register draw open, empty and clearly visible at night 

 
· Only leave cash onsite overnight if you have a bolted down safe that complies with your insurance policy 

 
· Charity boxes should be securely anchored during the day and hidden from sight during the night 

 
· Do check your insurance policy to ensure you are covered for ‘cash-in-transit’ for securely transferring 

money to the bank 
 

· If you have displays of hair straighteners or other electrical equipment, ensure the boxes are visibly empty 
and are not placed directly next to the window 
 

· Expensive stock should be stored in lockable cupboards or cages and move expensive hair product displays 
further away from the door. 
 

· Ask clients to store their personal belongings, including handbags and mobile phones securely. Do not leave 
them lying around but keep them close by 
 

· Remove expensive audio items from view and consider security marking the equipment. The BCRC can 
provide you with free marking kits 

 
· Be aware of directory and other telephone scams. Always ask for recorded evidence if you don’t remember 

agreeing to something. For more information on scams visit www.bcrc-uk.org  
 

· Ensure all door and windows are properly locked at night and that the locks confirm to the BS 3621 
standard. An unsuitable lock may invalidate your insurance 
 

· Think about installing an alarm or improving your current system to ensure maximum security 
 

· Consider CCTV to protect your equipment and employees throughout the day 
 

· Review the possibility of increased security for windows in the form of external roller shutters, grilles or 
internal concertina shutters 
 

· If you use computer equipment at all, remember to properly secure it from physical and online threats 

 Advice on How Best to Secure Your Business: 

 

 

 

There are many things a business can do to secure their premises and the majority can be done 
with little or no expense. If you are concerned at all about your security, the Business Crime  
Reduction Centre will visit your premises and carry out a free and impartial security audit. The 
BCRC will also fully assess the security of your ICT equipment before producing a complete se-
curity report - all free of charge. 

For a security audit, free marking kit  and much more or if you have any questions please call us on 0114 275 1283  
or visit www.bcrc-uk.org  

The Business Crime Reduction Centre is part of a not-for-profit charitable organisation working to reduce crime against 
business across Yorkshire and the Humber. Working alongside the Police, the BCRC provides free and impartial 
 physical and ICT security advice and will undertake complete security audits, all free of charge to businesses. 

 Ask the BCRC for FREE crime reduction services  

 www.bcrc-uk.org 


