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Reported Crime Against Business in South Yorkshire for January 2010 to March 2010 
 
Introduction 
 
This report provides an overview of crime against South Yorkshire businesses during the 1st quarter of 2010 
(Q1-2010) as reported to South Yorkshire Police.  
 
Data Limitations 
 
All statistics are derived from crime data supplied by South Yorkshire Police Force Intelligence Bureau. The 
crime data is based on crime reported to Police only. Not all crimes are reported and therefore the data in this 
document provides only a general picture of reported crime. All crimes on business premises may also not be 
recorded as crimes against the business. The statistics contain all reported data, with no exclusion of any 
particular business types.  
 
Financial Value Limitations 
 
All financial values recorded in crime data are based on declared values from victims. The collection of this 
information also cannot be guaranteed as accurate due to either lack of availability at the time of reporting or 
discrepancies at record creation. 
 
Restrictions 
 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in 
any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior 
permission of Business Crime Reduction Centre (BCRC) or South Yorkshire Police. While every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy of the facts and data contained in this publication, no responsibility can be 
accepted by BCRC for errors or omissions or their consequences. Details in this document are not intended to 
be a comprehensive statement of the issues raised and should not be relied upon for any specific purposes. 
Readers should seek appropriate advice regarding the application to their specific circumstances of the issues 
raised in any part of this document. 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Business crime in South Yorkshire has decreased overall in the Q1-2010.  Compared to the same quarter in 
2009, there has been a 24% reduction in crime against business across the sub-region.  
 
The most frequent crime is theft of and handling stolen goods, representing well over half of all crimes committed 
against businesses.  
 
The value of property stolen has decreased slightly compared to the same quarter in 2009. 55% of all crime is 
against the retail sector costing £354k. Transport as a category also shows high value losses for businesses at 
£382k during the quarter.  
 
The value of metal crime has increased by 15% compared to the same quarter in 2009, highlighting how 
changes in the economy can affect the value and demand for metals for construction, manufacturing, etc. The 
highest risk area for metal theft is Sheffield. One-off crimes have a disproportionate impact on the value of metal 
theft as high value specialist alloys are often targeted. 
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Overall Crime Levels by Local Authority 
 
The local authorities comprising South Yorkshire and their proportion of crime are indicated below. 

 
Fig. 1 
 

 
 

Overview  
 
During Q1-2010 there were 5085 offences against businesses recorded within South Yorkshire. This compares 
to 6315 recorded during the same period in 2009 which is a 24% decrease. The most significant types of crime 
committed during Q1-2010 were shoplifting or other theft, burglary and fraud. 
 
Percentages of total businesses affected by crime in each local authority area during Q1-2010 are illustrated in 
the table below:- 
 
Fig. 2 
 

 
Rotherham Barnsley Sheffield Doncaster 

Number of businesses in sub-region 7380 6560 17315 8850 

Business affected by crime 1188 947 2726 1819 

Value of crime against business £655,175 £367,579 £1,026,671 £1,170,070 

% of businesses affected by crime 16.10% 14.44% 15.74% 20.55% 
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Year on Year Comparison of Monthly Business Crime Patterns for South Yorkshire 
 
Fig. 3 

 
 
 

 Reported offences remains lower in 2010 than previous years  

 Overall crime levels as an average are lower year on year from 2007 to 2010 

 1524 offences were recorded in January, 1622 in February and 1939 in March 

 Recorded offences dropped in January before increasing through February and March 
 
Types of Crime Occurring Against Business Across South Yorkshire 
 
 
The charts below show the changes in the crime types in Q1-2010 compared to Q1-2009. 
 
Fig. 4 

      

 
 

 Burglary and theft combined is almost three quarters of all offences committed 

 Theft and handling stolen goods accounts for the majority of crimes against businesses and represents 
a higher proportion of crimes during in Q1-2010 compared to Q1-2009 with an increase of 3% 

 Burglary ranks second in terms of highest number of crimes at 13% 

 Criminal damage has the third highest number of reported crimes at 10% 

 Burglaries have decreased by 1% and criminal damage has reduced by 3% 

 Fraud and forgery have increased by 1% 

 Theft/TWOC of and from motor vehicle remains consistent  
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Fig.5  

 
 

 
All business crime types remain on a downward trend with decreases in all areas apart from fraud and forgery 
which increase slightly in Q1-2010. Throughout Q1-2010 as indicated below, levels reduced again significantly. 
 
 
Fig.7 

Crime Type Q1 2009 Q1 2010 % Change 

Burglary 866 651 -24.83% 

Criminal damage 851 508 -40.31% 

Fraud and forgery 509 473 -7.07% 

Theft and handling stolen goods 3660 3088 -15.63% 

Theft/TWOC of and from motor vehicle 371 325 -12.40% 

Other 58 40 -31.03% 

 
 

óOther ó- includes robbery and other notifiable offences (not categorised elsewhere) 
 

When comparing Q1-2010 with Q1-2009 we can see a significant percentage decrease in most of the crime 
types with a slight drop in fraud and forgery. 
 

 Criminal damage experienced the largest percentage decrease with offences falling by 40%, followed by 
the óotherô crime type at 31%, and burglary at 24%  

 The smallest change in criminal activities by type is fraud and forgery at a reduction of 7% 
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Monthly Business Crime Patterns Across South Yorkshire 
 
Fig.8 

 
 

 The most common offence of theft and handling stolen goods increased during Q1-2010  

 Burglary was the second highest offence reported throughout the quarter  

 Vehicle theft offence levels saw an increase in February before dropping again in March 
 
 
Fig. 9 

 
 
Note 
 

 Property stolen is not always recorded with the crime 

 Category óotherô contains data excluded from all other classifications, e.g. drugs, animals, medical, etc 
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Property Type 
 

 The retail sector accounts for 44% of all property stolen by volume 

 Electrical is the second largest property type to be stolen at 12%, followed by cash and fuel at 11% 
 

In terms of individual types of property stolen and number of crimes during Q1-2010, the top five property 
descriptors are as follows: 
 
Petrol / Diesel / Autogas  458 
Cash ï UK Currency    409 
Mobile / Car Telephones  370 
Foodstuffs (Household)  350 
Alcoholic Beverages   311 
 
Property Value 
 
In Q1-2010, metal companies suffered the greatest financial loss to business this quarter with the largest overall 
value of property stolen. Metal theft accounts for 17% of the value of all property reported stolen in this quarter, 
closely followed by transport at 15%, and retail at 14%.  
 
The total value of property stolen was £2,606,409 which was a slight decrease to the value of property stolen in 
Q4-09 which equated to £2,616,919.   
 
The value of damage only to premises from crimes against business equated to £5,085. 

 
 Fig. 10  
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Criminal Activity Against Business Premises  
 
In Q1-2010 the criminal activity against business premises varied, with general retail suffering the greatest loss.  
 

 Retail suffered the highest number of crimes with a 2781 reported in Q1-2010.   

 Attacks on retail account for over half of all business premises affected by criminal activity 

 General other consists mainly of businesses not classified elsewhere, e.g. Builders yard, factories, 
warehouses, offices etc 
 

 
Fig. 11 

 
 
 
Metal Theft 
 
The locations with the highest volume of metal theft are Sheffield and Doncaster. Sheffield retains the highest 
value in terms of overall loss, representing over 45% of all metal theft across South Yorkshire. It should be noted 
however that metal production is more prevalent in Sheffield than the other three areas of South Yorkshire. 
 
Fig. 12 
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Metal theft continues to be one of the main targets of criminals, and the chart below shows that the value of 
metal stolen in Q1-2010 is consistent with Q1-2007. The overall value for the quarter is £445,600. 
 
Fig. 13 

 

 
 Metal theft has increased at a steady rate in Q1-2010  

 The number of offences reported in Q1-2010 is greater than that of Q1-2007 and Q1-2009 

 Overall metal theft value has remained consistent throughout Q1-2010 
 
Fig. 14 
 

 


