
Putting Crime
Out of Business

David Blunkett MP and South Yorkshire Chief Constable Meredydd Hughes joined forces to launch 

a major initiative in the fight against business crime.  The Sheffield-based charity, South Yorkshire 

People United Against Crime, launched the Business Crime Reduction Centre (BCRC) to reduce the 

impact of crime on economic growth and development.  Supported by Objective 1 and Yorkshire 

Forward, the scheme has a £1.8m budget for the next three years.  The BCRC partnership also 

includes South Yorkshire Police, Business Link South Yorkshire, the Federation of Small Businesses 

and all four of South Yorkshire’s Chambers of Commerce.

Pictured L-R at the launch of the BCRC: David Blumkett MP, South Yorkshire Chief
Constable Meredydd Hughes and BCRC Chief Executive David Ransom

Free Media Training for
   Community Groups

Anyone involved in community activity across South Yorkshire can get free training in 

using ‘media in the community’.  The Academy for Community Leadership and Creative 

Arts Programme’s ‘Loud & Clear’ project has various half-day and day sessions during the 

summer, looking at community radio, TV and video, the Internet and using the mainstream 

media.  They also offer the ‘Hands On!’ course between September and November 2007, 

for intensive training in media skills for community leadership, to be held at the Drum 

Community Media Centre in Sheffield.  ‘Loud & Clear’ is run by CM Solutions and The 

Drum Community Media Centre and is supported by the Academy for Community 

Leadership, the European Social Fund, Yorkshire Forward, Northern College and the 

Learning & Skills Council.  For further information call 0114 220 1426 or visit 

www.loudandclear.org.ukThe Drum Community Media Centre, Sheffield. 
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Sheffield University’s North Campus, one of the UK’s leading centres for multidisciplinary research and 

high-technology businesses, has been opened by Sir Harold Kroto, winner of the Nobel Prize for 

Chemistry.  The £25m campus includes two prestigious centres, the Kroto Research Institute and the 

Nonoscience and Technology Centre, part-funded by Europe through Objective 1. The site has research 

facilities, laboratories and space for start-up companies and lets researchers work together across areas 

including environmental engineering science, future generation materials and virtual reality.

Opening of North Campus 

Sheffield University’s North Campus



Celebrating the Success
 - Building Skills, Making Careers

A unique partnership which has had a tremendous impact on South Yorkshire’s construction industry 

has been celebrating its success.  The partnership created two ground-breaking initiatives; Construction 

JOBMatch Sheffield and the 14-19 Construction Design Centre, which are both part-funded by the 

European Social Fund.  Construction JOBMatch Sheffield recruits and trains construction workers 

specifically chosen from groups traditionally overlooked in the construction industry.  The Construction 

Design Centre delivers specialist construction training for 14-16 year olds as part of the school 

curriculum.  Participants from both initiatives were recognised by the partnership, which includes Kier 

Sheffield, Lovells Partnership Ltd, Mears Group, Connaught plc, Keepmoat, SOAR Build, Sheffield 

Homes, Sheffield City Council and their partnering secondary schools.

A family microbrewery that has brewed over 800,000 pints in just two years has become so 

successful that it is now looking to expand the business.  Bradfield Brewery, which sits on the 

picturesque hillside of High Bradfield, produces cask ales for the real ale market under the 

brand ‘Farmers Ales’.  The majority is sold to free houses, but they also produce bottled beer for 

sale in off licences and from the brewery itself.  The brewery was set up by owners the Gill 

family, on Watt House dairy farm, with help from Business Link South Yorkshire, funded by 

Europe and Defra.  

Brewing up a storm

Work begins on
   Crucible Refurbishment

Work has begun on the multi-million pound refurbishment of The Crucible Theatre in Sheffield.  The 

first phase will see the theatre gain a distinctive brass roof and a new temperature control system 

to serve the main auditorium.  The refurbishment programme, which is part-funded by Europe, will 

transform the theatre into a twenty-first century building, worthy of its international reputation.  The 

theatre will feature a new thrust stage, box office area, upgraded seating and improved wheelchair 

access.  Phase one of the development will continue until May 2008, when the World Snooker 

Championships return.  But business will continue as usual at The Crucible with an autumn 

production in the main auditorium and a full season in the Studio.The Crucible Theatre sign was taken down to
mark the beginning of the refurbishment

Pictured L-R: Chris Franklin, Business Link South Yorkshire
and Richard Gill, Bradfield Brewery with the two award-winning ales,
Farmers Stout and Farmers Blonde.

The Construction JOBMatch and
Construction Design Centre Award Winners


